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to the king, and the king resaluted them, according to their
countrie fashion, which is by lifting both their handes above
their heads, they satte downe to dinner; where they had great
cheere, and to the number of two or three hundreth severall
dishes of meate, baked, roasted, and boyled. The dishes and
cuppes wherein they were served were most of goulde and of a
mettall much like to bell mettall, which is dearer then goulde;
every dishe covered, some with purslain of China. Their drinke
is called aracke, and is verye strong, and is not to bee drunke
without water. Yet that which is generally drunke in the countrie
is nothing so strong, nor so wholesome.
The king asked our generall if our Queene were married and
how long she had raigned; which when the generall had
answered by his interpreter, the king wondred. The king like-
wise told the generall, if the words in Her Majesties letter came
from the hart, he had cause to thinke well thereof. Dinner
being ended, the king caused his damsels to daunce and his
women to play musicke unto them; who were richly adorned
with bracelets and jewels, and this was a great favour, for hee
dooth not usually let them be seene to any. The king did like-
wise give unto our generall a fine white roabe and a tucke,
imbrodered with gold very ritchly; also a great girdell and two
crises [see p. 93]; all which one of his noblemen put on in the
kings presence. And in this manner hee departed the court and
went aboord. And the king sent him aboorde a bullocke and
great store of fresh fish. So that, to conclude, he did receive
Hir Majesties letter with great kindnesse, and entertained our
generall with greater state then hee is accustomed to doe to
other nations; as wee might perceive by divers embassadors
that came thether whilest we were there.
The 5 of June Captaine Pope went ashoare for one of our men
which was left in the towne all night by his owne negligence; for
the generall did feare because hee spoake Portugale and that
there were Portingalls in the towne, that hee might make
knowne unto them something which might bee prejudiciall to
the fleete. Maister Pope dined this day with the king; who gave
him a heyffer [i.e. heifer] to carrie aboorde with him.
The 7 day of June, after the generall had licence under the